[Date]
	Minister of Crown–Indigenous Relations
The Honourable Rebecca Alty
ministrerca-ministercir@rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca 
rebecca.alty@parl.gc.ca   
	Minister of Indigenous Services
The Honourable Mandy Gull-Masty
mandy.gull-masty@sac-isc.gc.ca 
mandy.gull-masty@parl.gc.ca

	Minister of Finance & National Revenue
The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne
minister-ministre@fin.gc.ca
francois-philippe.champagne@parl.gc.ca  
	Minister of Justice & Attorney General of Canada
The Honourable Sean Fraser
mcu@justice.gc.ca
sean.fraser@parl.gc.ca


Dear Ministers,
RE: Support for the Land Advisory Board Proposal for Faster Additions to Reserve
We write to express our strong support for the Land Advisory Board (LAB) proposal to transition Canada’s Additions to Reserve (ATR) process toward a First Nation-led, arm’s-length agency. We also support the LAB proposal to start this process in 2026 with a First Nation-led organization responsible for advising you on proposed ATRs.  
 The move to an expedited, First Nation-led ATR process is not just a matter of reconciliation and respect for self-government; it is a critical economic imperative – both for First Nations and Canada. Your government’s own Budget 2025 recognizes the urgent need for change regarding long timelines and costs for completing major projects. Similarly, First Nations suffer from long timelines and costs for completing ATRs.   
Canada’s glacial ATR process blocks the above economic opportunities. The economic case for a transition to a First Nations-led ATR process is clear:
· The LAB proposal aligns directly with current federal strategies to rely less on federal bureaucracy and more on streamlined, arm’s-length agencies to operate at the speed of business.  
· Some ATRs remain unfinished after 30 years, destroying business decisions by First Nations and neighboring governments. 
· A 2015 economic study published by the National Indigenous Economic Development Board estimated that 117 ATR applications for 22,000 acres of urban land could generate billions of dollars of revenues for First Nations and neighbouring governments (see www.niedb-cndea.ca).  
· Urban ATRs typically generate new economic activity and a net increase in tax revenues to other levels of government, not tax losses for municipal governments. 
We urge you to adopt as soon as possible the LAB's proposal to empower First Nations to lead their own land management and economic futures. We further urge you to support including the LAB’s ATR proposal in federal Budget 2026 anticipated this fall.  
Sincerely,

[Signature Block]

cc:	(insert name of local MP)
Robert Louie, Chair Lands Advisory Board, robert@labkelowna.com
Meko Nicholas, LAB Executive Director, meko.nicholas@labrc.com
Hayden Guilderson, Chair First Nation Land Governance Registry, hayden.guilderson@tzeachten.ca 
Angie Derrickson, FNLGR Registrar and CEO, angie.derrickson@labrc.com 

